THE SHIEK OF THE SHOE STORE 


by Frank B, Ford 


Frank B, Ford 
27 Dean Street 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 


We had a funny one dewn- 


E 


here too, fel run a 


i. LH, 
Shoe store, Well he was in the habit kinda rubbin the 


girl's legs when he tried, the shoes on em. Course: 


the high school girls they'd 


get together n talk about 


it ye: know, big adventure n2811, and the married women; 
well none of em ever told their husbands far; ge I know. 


+3 
Don't know they don't kinda enjoy that kinda business, 


ZA 
Like Larry Albertini butcher 


makes cracks when he cuts t 


down on Pierce, he always 


ausage or somethin n he 
Says all the married cose Meg the band. Course 


he don't mean nothin by it. 

-tts a joke. Fellow in the s 
Wilbert Kell, One thing bout 
his mouth. I mean he didn't 
less yinclude grunts. Hetd t 
n say "Hows that feel?" Get 


They called him Wicked Wilbert se 
hoe store I mean4+ name's 

him, never get fresh with 
hardly say nothin all day 

ry on a shoe on a woman 


it? Meanin how's that feel 


his hand. That's my joke, don't know as he ever said 


nothin like that. Like I Said he say bout seven words 


a day less yinclude grunts. 
Well the fit kinda hit the shan with Linda Shinzer, 
She told her boyfriend. That's him greasin your car. 
Names Gookie Gustafson. Æltook him on here when they 
threw him outa the high school, Couldn't learn nothin. 
Just couldn't learn nothin -a€?all-- hadda give up on him. 
Harper Hartshorn our mailman here says theyda hafta burn 
the H ae 4 - Ge Gookie Gustafson oe it, 
en Ce fle |e that’ Hat a hy eat FA t yaa gs ga A ly te 
thought the football coach be mad as hell bout Losin, Cookie =e 
but he was damm happy aget ridda’ him. Customer here, 
football coach, got a Plymouth. Ever hearsahim? “P¥ayed 
at State, guard. _Sname? Oh yeah itta help tell ya sname, 


gee, tener Fe Ay 


Harper Hartshorn says i always get a story bass „akwards. 


Well he come in here after they threw Gookie outa 
the high schde1 -ané-he Says to me "Pickles that’: kid's 
so dumb he couldn't learna play football." See that's 
a wrong idea some people has-- you gotta be smart aplay 
football. I mean you don't hafta be no Einstein but 
Gookie he dontt-Have no smarts gt tall. He's still wearin 
his jersey, see, waa er" forty-two, wouldn't give it back. 
Damm thing's Bout sined eseles.peninigh Well alls I 
know is he's smart enough for me I'll tell ya, never 
misses a grease fittin. Ya can leave your car here. 
go over aBindles for coffee without worryin none bout 
Gookie Gustafson greasin it, never misses a fittin like 
I say. 

Well anyway Linda Shinzer she was Gookie CGustafson's 
girl] mi she told him bout Wilbert Kell's hands in the 


~The haydi Ch Hite. 7 
: f AU Oy i of & 
a T 
Eia AE. W wo 7 S / H } z 
S vy ie A Vi ly i Cop | TA 4u PLi : č p Oe 


had more moxie when they wasn't talkin ahim on the phone 
sos they put a hell of a lot more in the letter than they'd 


hae the moxie asay on the ECAR ya know. bidggePugartd- they 
said ‘that this here mystery woman'd be in the shoe store bout 
noon Friday athat wikt They signed the letter "The Mystery 
Woman." Don't that beat all? 

Well, I'11 tell ya, now the tale thickens. Aint = that 
what they say on,IV or in TV Guide or somethin? Heard it 
somewheres, Like what happens when you eat too much 
bread. Get it? No? Well your tail thickensy Ya get 
fat I mean. Get it now? How's that? Yeah ya gotta be 
qutek, gotta be quick-- I get a lota customers here tell 
me jokes. Gotta keep up with em. 
| Well anyway it seems like I'm gettin offa the subject 
but I aint though Harper Hartshomn he says I do. Well 
anyway we got a town character here must be toughest bastard 
from here “oaReading, name's Al Murphy, Al-eee-wishus or 
somethin but don't make a$ mistake acallin him that less 
ya wanna end your life right here in Butterbrook. Well 
this here Al Murphy his daughter is down at West Chester 
studyin in a whatchamacallit, convent, there. She's gonna 
be one of them sisters. Anyway ole Al he says to all his 
buddies he can drink alls he wants, cause the girl's down 
in the convent savin his soul. dmd,believe me he drinks 
it like it's goin outa style,and mean? Boy does he get 
meang I mean hide if ya see him comin cause he'd as soon 
beat the stuffin outa ya as look at ya. 

Well anyway I bet ya can guess whots the first customer 


in Wilbert Kell's shoe store that Friday bout noon. 


so, he dydn't like thidea ghey È à 


rvn 4 wil Wilh Uy In 
ne sh i ale ç 7 OY Cas 
No not Murphy the old man} Wilbert don't sell no 


hen's shoes anyway, Charlie Brock vated It was his 

ughter. See that's the point. ji A1 Maan there'd be no 
point tall if it was Murphy in the aik cause Wilbert 
was \expectin a girl on accounta the note and cause he 

only sells women’s shoes like I say. Only time a man'd 
be there'd be with his wife n that wouldn't be much, or 
a salesman from one of the shoe cmmpanies. “Well janyway,’ 
she's lookin at some shoes on a table when Wilbert,cames 
up n kisses her on the cheek. Well didn't she fly outa 
that store without any by your leave r goodbye. She's 
a little birdgey a thing and you'd just hafta say boo ang. i 
she'd run let alone, kiss her on the cheek like Wicked 
Wilbert done. He act ly kissed her right there in the 
shoe store. oa 

Course she told ler pa D gI guess he figura her 

runnin round in the shoe store with Wilbert wasn't savin 
his soul, Like I said he drank so much~cause he said 
his girl bein in the convent'd save his soul X Well didn't 
he clean up that ole place n Wilbert long with it! Ollie 
Malley, he's the constable come down there after it was all 
over n dug Wilbert outa the pile ashoe boxes. They took 
him to meranncy room gg him up n all. He didn't 
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get ‘in the pape —t é everybody knew anyways. 


ot 


mean he bout trieda ge a woman's shoe on without 
touchin her. Even had his Bs th in the stone: with him 
half the time. Guess maybe the old lady wantedagkeep her 


uhet z Well oleWilbert he really settled down after that. 
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eye on him. Well anyway after d couple amonths the old lady 
she went home. Sfather'ts dead, left this here world over a 
supa col we] ap Bh a || Ya Pr go right over there n sit 
what Kad. A stoo janet wy “when “wadbert took over the 
business. Musn't¢ ile ae many ladies? legs upta ‘then 
cause he started right in feelin them if ya know ‘what I mean. 
Right bout then ole Gookie over there-- we're gonna 

hafta knock him down n tear that crappy jersey offa him I 
guess-- well anyway Gookie tells his father bout it, theletter n the 
‘mystery woman bein Kathy Murphy n Terese dammed if old 
man Gustafson didn't kick the livin ook ata Gookie$ Well 
I mean he really laid that ole boy out. Now course Gookie 
aint got many smarts like I say, n he couldn't figure out 
Why the old man done it. After all Wilbert Kell was doin 
some pretty bad things in the shoe store n all. Damm if I 
can figure it out meither come “cathink of ite Guess you'd 
hafta say I'mas dumb-as ole Cookie, in this anyways. Alls 
Tr now is his old nan|was ‘flways| a funny duck. Well right 
Yine then when GookieS pa give him what fer, Rosa Krause 
come wingin into town in her white Cadillac. Now I know 
you hearda her. quer face was all over the New York News when 
that ‘big banker shot hisself n she was a big singer n dancer 
fore “that. : 

Well Slippy Merdon got the Nashmakes into beds, he gives 


her a buzz but no zo - 
sayszso fine "Pickles thet ‘Roan Krause aint nothin but a 
PF price whore." n I sayszġ$ him yeah, whatsa matter 


we Next day he come ing here n 


Slippy aint you got the price? Bang lost a customer} Just 
like that. Slippy aint got no sense ahumor when it comesa 
him n the ladies. See what happens in this) business when 
ya don't watch your wit? But he'll be back, they don't 
get the service at the Polacks like they get here. 

Well anyway Rosa always stays with her sister the 
widew up in Crow Hill n don't think they don't kill a 


cours 
case of ie te ee yi em, Wekt-aryway the widow tells 
Rosa Krause, Mahe E inert Kell n his’adventures in the 


Shoe store, Well Rosa, she's a fast woman ya know, she 
laughs n laughs toabeat the band n decides avisit ole 
Wicked Wilbert next day. 

Well Delbert Johnstone's oldest: girl Penny, he's at 
the college, she's in there lookin at some nylon stockins 
or someth nn in comes Rosa Krause dressed tcabeat the band. 


lake a long story short she tries on bout five pairs 


ashoes_n Hogyan S in her int@ another when @£f€ Rosa 


she saya shetit take. em Att eae & in have no money fa s VE 


n she wonders? £# thre sees anythin she cauld do insted of 
the money's Weti/that was just plain bunk yadnow cause she 

4 lot "gmoney. She was puttin ole Wilbert on-- it 
was-a joke. Well Delbert Johnstone's daughter, Penny's her 
mame, she told her pa that Wilbert Kell liketa run up and 
down the walls if they wasn't covered with shoeboxes-- he 
turned all red n shaky. Course Delbert Johnstone bein at 
the college is pretty free tf what he lets his girl tell 1 Bim. 
I just tell ya in case ya think it's kinda immoral or fe Ps 
her talkin that war gó her daddys But =, and thtaywas the 


big surprise jaevérybody, Wilbert settles down and puts on 
this here romantical act. Penny says it was like Rock 
Hudson in the movies. "Allow me the pleasure Miss Krause," 
Says he “agivin yooo these here shoes n I would certainly 
whatchacallit, demon, demon it the most’ sincerest pleasure 
aif you'd company me aPhiladelphia some night this week 

for dinner." Come right out with it n dammed if he said 
three words aday upta there neither. Well you coulda 
knocked Penny Johnstone over with a feather. She said she 
always thought Wilbert Kell was a creep but he began 2 alook 
like, well like Rock Hudon aher, Well Rosa Krause she 

was ugta big Hollywood directors n gangsters n cranky old 


bankers n such ¥ nobody never been polite like that _ 


aher before I guess cause Delbert Johnstone's daughter 
said she damm near melted the shoehorn sayin "Thank you 
Wilbert. . Oh yaaaas twould certainly be Fie HAA Wilbert. 
Butterbrook can be so fatiguing" n crap like that. Well I 
found out later from Harper Hartshorn delivers his mail too 
that Wilbert Kell had taken this Doctor Kilgad Morrisy's 
Personality Course by mail from Philadelphia and this 
probably learned him all that fancy talkin, Ah iso 

Well I'11 tell „you! There was ole Wilbert Kell 
settin side Rosa Krause in that Cadillac over a month 
goin here əni there ani god knows where and real lady 
killers like Slippy Nendon got the Nash makes into beds 
lookin on with their mouths open. And that's not all he was 


doin ya betcha. I mean Wilbert... with Rosa Krause. 


